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TRACKIN G: From Fitbit to Google 
 

 
Course Meeting: Tu/Th: 1:00-2:15 p.m. 
Course Location: Collins Ed Basement 
Instructor: James N. Gilmore, M.A. 
e-mail: jamgilmo@indiana.edu 
Office: Collins Edmonson Lounge 
Office Hours: Tu/Th 2:15-3:15 p.m.  
    and by appointment 
 
 
 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 

Increasingly, we live in a world that compels us to track our movements, habits, diet, and routines. 
Simultaneously, corporations and governments also try to track our behavior in an effort to create 
predictive analytics or gather other useful information about citizens and users. This phenomenon 
provokes a number of important questions: What is the history of tracking? Who decided it was a good 
idea? What do people ‘get’ from tracking their behavior? Why are corporations so invested in learning our 
behavior? How can we best live in this world that seeks to quantify our lives, turning everything we do into 
data and information? 
 
This course is designed to give students an overview in these critical issues by allowing them to explore the 
many dimensions of tracking. It will be split into two separate but related halves: self-tracking and 
surveillance. The first half of the course will be devoted to studying processes of personal record-keeping—
from diaries and memoirs to FitBits and calorie counters. Together, we will try to understand why people 
find these practices useful as we ourselves take part in them, as well as read think-pieces and research 
articles by top commentators and scholars. The second half of the course will shift to examine the ways 
that we ourselves are tracked—through surveillance cameras, through credit card purchases, through 
Google searches, and more. We will examine the various institutions which track our behavior—from 
Kroger to the United States government—and discuss the various stakes of this tracking. As the course 
develops towards its conclusion, we will think about the relationship our individual bodies and the larger 
cultural and political institution that want to “know” our bodies. 
 
Throughout the course, students will engage in a series of reflective activities that encourage them to think 
through the embodied and everyday practices of tracking. By bringing the results of these activities into 
our classroom, we will have the opportunity to discuss the major differences between our own routines and 
habits, and what the information we collectively generate “reveals” about our class 
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LEARNING OUTCOMES 
(from Indiana University’s Arts and Humanities Learning Outcomes) 

• Students will demonstrate the ability to develop arguments, ideas, and opinions about forms of 
human expression, grounded in rational analysis and in an understanding of and respect for the 
historical context of expressions and artifacts 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
• Students will develop critical thinking skills that allow them to situate everyday practices within 

larger structures of culture, economy, ideology, and power. 
• Students will produce knowledge through the act of writing, learning how to channel their 

reflections and positions into empowering and productive research projects and presentations. 
 

COURSE POLICIES AND EXPECTATIONS 
 
Participation/Attendance 
Participation is crucial to success in this course; similarly, it is difficult to participate if one does not attend. 
However, “participation” is often the most ambiguous word in the university environment. You do not 
have to demonstrate mastery of the material each class, but you should consistently be willing to ask 
questions, respond to others, and show you have prepared for each class meeting (also known as “doing the 
reading”). If a student misses more than four (4) unexcused classes, their overall course grade will be 
lowered by one third of a letter grade for each subsequent absence. 
 
I do my best to cultivate a respectful and comfortable environment for each and every student, and ask that 
you please respect the contributions of others. If you feel uncomfortable sharing your opinion or questions, 
please let me know so I can do my best to adjust my teaching style, if possible.  
 
Late Work 
If you see a problem meeting a deadline, it is your responsibility to contact me well ahead of time to 
discuss the possibility of an extension. Extensions will only be granted in extreme circumstances. Consult 
the syllabus for all due dates. Written assignments will be turned in during class on the day they are due, 
and will be dropped five overall points (e.g. from a 90/A-to an 85/B) per 24-hour period, including 
weekends (each assignment will be graded on a 100-point scale).  
 
Contacting Me/Office Hours 
I do my best to return e-mails on the same date, provided they are sent at reasonable hours. If you have not 
heard from me in 48 hours (a very rare occurrence!), please send a follow-up email to make sure you 
haven’t gotten lost in the shuffle. I encourage each of you to meet with me during office hours at least once 
a semester. This provides an opportunity to continue conversations and let me know how I can help you 
succeed. If my scheduled time is inconvenient, you should feel welcome to schedule a meeting at another 
time via e-mail. 
 
Personal Technology 
You are welcome to use a laptop or tablet to take notes or to discuss the day’s readings, but please do not 
use cell phones during class. Please note: Technology is a privilege; I reserve the right to suspend 
technology use at any point in the semester if I feel its presence is impeding learning. 
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Academic Misconduct 
As a student at IU, you are expected to adhere to the standards and policies detailed in the Code of Student 
Rights, Responsibilities, and Conduct (Code). When you submit an assignment with your name on it, you are 
signifying that the work contained therein is yours, unless otherwise cited or referenced. Any ideas or 
materials taken from another source for either written or oral use must be fully acknowledged. All 
suspected violations of the Code will be reported to the Dean of Students and handled according to 
University policies. Sanctions for academic misconduct may include a failing grade on the assignment, 
reduction in your final course grade, and a failing grade in the course, among other possibilities. If you are 
unsure about the expectations for completing an assignment or taking a test or exam, be sure to seek 
clarification beforehand. 
 
Plagiarism 
This course will adhere to Indiana University’s Code of Student Rights, Responsibilities, and Conduct 
which states:  
A student must not submit work that reproduces ideas, words, or statements of another person without 
appropriate acknowledgment. A student must give due credit to the originality of others and acknowledge 
indebtedness whenever he or she does the following: 

a. Quotes another person’s actual words, either oral or written; 
b. Paraphrases another person’s ideas, either oral or written; 
c. Uses another person’s ideas, opinion, or theory; or 
d. Borrows facts, statistics, or other illustrative material, unless the information is common 

knowledge 
If I find that you have committed academic dishonesty on an assignment for this course, you will receive 
no points for the assignment, and I will report your act to the Dean of Students. 
If you have questions regarding this policy, please consult the Code at https://iusa.indiana.edu/doc/code-
student-rights%202.pdf  
For guidelines on how to properly attribute any material you quote, consult the MLA style guidelines 
available on the IU libraries’ website at: http://libraries.iub.edu/search?keywords=mla+style 
If you need help identifying plagiarism, you may want to take a very helpful plagiarism tutorial developed 
by an IU education professor at http://www.indiana.edu/~istd  
 
Sexual Misconduct 
As your instructor, one of my responsibilities is to help create a safe learning environment on our campus. 
Title IX and our own Sexual Misconduct policy prohibit sexual misconduct. If you have experienced sexual 
misconduct, or know someone who has, the University can help. 
 
If you are seeking help and would like to speak to someone confidentially, you can make an appointment 
with:  
The Sexual Assault Crisis Service (SACS) at 812-855-8900 
Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) at 812-855-5711 
Confidential Victim Advocates (CVA) at 812-856-2469 
IU Health Center at 812-855-4011 
 
For more information about available resources: http://stopsexualviolence.iu.edu/help/index.html 
It is also important that you know that federal regulations and University policy require me to promptly 
convey any information about potential sexual misconduct known to me to our campus’ Deputy Title IX 
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Coordinator. In that event, they will work with a small number of others on campus to ensure that 
appropriate measures are taken and resources are made available to the student who may have been 
harmed. Protecting a student’s privacy is of utmost concern, and all involved will only share information 
with those that need to know to ensure the University can respond and assist. 
 
Writing Assignments 
Writing is a process and not an event. Good writing takes time and consideration, and cannot be done the 
night before a paper is due. You should anticipate composing and revising a series of drafts for each of your 
writing assignments in order to craft the best work possible. I encourage each of you to meet with me in 
my office throughout the semester to discuss the evolution of your writing, and to seek help on developing 
and clarifying your ideas. Once a grade is assigned, you will not be allowed to rewrite your paper. 
 
If you need more intensive assistance, please take advantage of the campus’s Writing Tutorial Services 
(WTS). You can find hours, location, and contact information at www.indiana.edu/~wts 
 
Disability Services for Students 
Every attempt will be made to accommodate qualified students with disabilities (e.g. mental health, 
learning, chronic health, physical, hearing, vision, neurological, etc.). You must have established your 
eligibility for support services through Disability Services for Students. Note that services are confidential, 
may take time to put into place and are not retroactive; Captions and alternate media for print materials 
may take three or more weeks to get produced. Please contact Disability Services for Students at 
http://disabilityservices.indiana.edu or 812-855-7578 as soon as possible if accommodations are needed. 
The office is located on the third floor, west tower, of the Wells Library, Room W302. Walk-ins are 
welcome 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday. You can also locate a variety of campus resources for 
students and visitors that need assistance at: http://www.iu.edu/~ada/index.shtml  
 
Grading 
A grade of “A” is not simply given for effort, or for completing the basic requirements of any given 
assignment, but is rather earned through thoughtful engagement. You are welcome to meet with me at any 
point in the semester to discuss your grade in the class. 
 
Detailed Grading Criteria 
A  – Excellent and Exemplary. Work or performance that goes beyond meritorious to the extent of 
providing an example or model of excellence for others. 
B – Good/Meritorious. Work or performance that not only meets all requirements but exceeds them, 
demonstrating depth, originality, and other marks of quality that give the work distinction. 
C – Satisfactory. Work or performance that fully meets all requirements competently and shows the ability 
to function as a college student. 
D – Marginal. Work or performance that either 1) fails to meet all requirements, though what is done 
may be considered competent; 2) meets all requirements but not at a basic level of competence; or 3) both 
of the above but not poor enough to be considered failing. 
F – Failing. Work or performance that falls significantly short of requirements, basic competence, or both. 
And this also includes, of course, work not done. 
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ASSIGNMENT OVERVIEW 

 
Reading Facilitation: 12% 
Forum Posts: 20% (10 at 2% each) 
Self-Tracking Reflections: 20% (4 at 5% each) 
Surveillance Reflections: 18% (3 at 6% each) 
Final Project: 20% 
Colloquium Presentation: 10% 
 
Reading Facilitation (12%): Once during the semester, each student will be responsible for introducing the 
day’s reading, usually following some introductory remarks from the Instructor. Each student will “run” 
the discussion for approximately 10 minutes, asking questions and fielding comments from the class. The 
goal of this facilitation should be to ask two well-thought questions. Instead of asking, “what did 
everyone think of this article?” you might point to a specific page, paragraph, or even phrase that you 
found compelling or confusing, and ask the class to discuss their reactions and thoughts about the passage 
you selected. 
Due date: sign up during Week Two 
 
Forum Posts (20%): Once each week, you will be responsible for writing a brief, preliminary response to a 
course reading in our Canvas Discussion Forums. You are expected to post approximately 4-6 sentences 
each week that: 

1) identifies and transcribes a specific passage or claim from the day’s reading 
2) explains something you found to be compelling or interesting about the reading, either from 

within the passage you transcribed or from another part of the reading 
3) asks one question of the reading that you would like to discuss in class. This could be 

something you did not understand, something you would like to discuss in greater detail, or 
any other related questions that come to mind. 

You should consider this a “low-stakes” form of preparing for class discussion. While you should strive to 
use correct grammar and spelling, as well as write coherently, these are not graded on the formal quality of 
the writing, but rather on your willingness to work through the three components of the Forum Post each 
week. Because they will be posted publicly on Canvas, you are also encouraged to respond to other 
classmates’ observations and ask questions of your peers. The goal is to begin organizing a conversation and 
developing talking points that we can bring into the class discussion. You cannot write a post for a class 
retroactively. You must contribute to ten different weeks of Forums over the course of the semester. 
Due Date: Ongoing, once per week, one hour before the class period for which you 
post. 
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Self-Tracking Reflections (20%, 4 at 5%): During our unit on Self-Tracking, students will complete four 
one-page papers that reflect on various activities that will encapsulate broad themes of the unit. These 
papers will be due at the end of weeks two, three, five, and seven. They will cover, respectively, Personal 
Diaries, Quantification/Qualification, Fitness/Nutrition, and Mapping/Navigation. The activities will take 
the following forms for the respective papers: 

• Keeping a diary for three-to-five days 
• Quantifying some element of their daily routine 
• Keeping a log of their nutrition for three days 
• Studying maps and other modes of navigating that assist in the tracking of movement 

Following the student’s immersion in these activities, they will then write a one-page reflection 
summarizing how (or if) these activities in self-tracking help them understand their everyday lives in a 
different dimension. These papers will be graded for their engagement and honest reflection on the process 
of the activity, but they will more importantly be used to fuel class discussion on the days they are due. 
Examples and detailed assignment sheets will be provided in class. 
 
Surveillance Reflections (18%, 3 at 6%): During our unit on Surveillance, students will complete three 
one-page papers that reflect on various activities that encapsulate broad themes of the unit.  These 
papers will be due at the end of weeks ten, twelve, and fourteen. They will cover, respectively, Privacy, 
Ubiquity, and Internet Tracking. Unlike the Self-Tracking papers, these papers will ask students to “take a 
stand” on crucial issues in Surveillance after doing an activity. The activities and prompts will take the 
following forms for the respective papers: 

• What does it mean to say we have a right to privacy? How private are our lives? 
• Where do you most notice ubiquitous tracking in Bloomington? What effect, if any, does it 

have on your life? 
• After self-tracking your behavior online for several hours, how do you think the Internet might 

be molding itself to fit your searches, habits, and clicks?  
Examples and more detailed assignment sheets will be provided in class. 
 
Final Project (20%): In lieu of a final exam, students will synthesize the work done in class in the form of a 
final, argumentative project. This project represents the student’s “contribution” to the study of Tracking, 
and should attempt to “add” something to existing conversations that the student deems important. This 
may take the form of a traditional research or analysis paper of approximately 6-7 pages, where the student 
will pair readings from the course and material found through original research to the analysis of an object 
or problem related to tracking.  

However, given that Tracking takes many shapes and forms, and given that Collins Living and 
Learning Community emphasizes many different forms of learning, you are also encouraged to develop a 
creative project, such as a short film, design portfolio, or website. Students are required to speak with me 
early on in the semester if this is of interest to you, as all creative projects will need to contain an equivalent 
amount of work as a written research paper. 

Regardless of the direction you choose for your final project, I will give considerable latitude to the 
topic of your project, expecting students to come to this class with a wide array of interests, and seeking to 
develop a wide array of critical thinking skills throughout our semester. 

Students will be required to submit a brief, one-page proposal outlining the topic and method of 
their final project in Week 10. I will approve and provide feedback on this to assist students in their 
research and arguments. 
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Due Date: Thursday, Dec. 14, 5 p.m. (Final exam time, as noted in the University 
calendar) 
Colloquium Presentation (10%): We will gather at the end of the semester to present your work to the class 
and to interested members of the University public. This will take the form of a small “conference” spread 
over three days (the last two course meetings and the exam period), where the class will be split into 
“panels” of presenters based on the topic of their final project. Students will have approximately 5-7 
minutes to present their work, with time to field questions. This will help students develop necessary 
professional skills for presenting their work to a public, taking questions, and engaging with each other’s 
findings and ideas. 
 

COURSE CALENDAR 
 

A note on required texts: All course readings will be available either as .pdf files on Canvas, or are 
available on public websites that can be accessed through links provided on Canvas. In other words, you 
will not need to buy any texts for this class! However, readings are still required in the sense that our 
seminar will not function if you have not done them. Be sure to bring each reading to class, in hard or 
electronic copy, with plenty of notes to help make our discussion precise and fully engaged. We will work 
together to develop strong reading practices as the semester develops. 
 
Each week, students will perform all the assigned reading in advance of the first class meeting. The first 
class meeting will be devoted to unpacking and discussing the reading, using our authors to sketch the 
parameters of the week’s issue. The second class meeting of each week will be devoted to discussions of case 
studies that illustrate the concept of the week. This may entail discussing a reflection paper due on that 
date, or holding the class at a different location to observe how tracking is at work in the world. 
 

Introduction 
 
Week One: The Problem of Habits (Tues. Aug 22 and Thurs. Aug. 24) 
We will begin our course by discussing what, exactly, we mean when we say ‘tracking,’ and why it might be that 
tracking has emerged as such a phenomenon at this particular historical and cultural conjuncture. Our 
conversation will be guided through a focus on the concept of habit and everyday life, which has routinely been 
concerned with the taken-for-granted elements of our lives. 

• What does it mean to have habits? 
• How does tracking make us more aware of our habits? 
• What do we hope to gain by tracking? 
• What do others hope to gain by tracking us? 

 
Read: 
Gretchen Rubin, “It’s Enough to Begin” (p. 103-114) 
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Part 1:Self-Tracking 
The first major unit of the course will focus on “self-tracking,” or the ways in which individuals record their own 
habits and routines. 
 
Week Two: Diaries (Tues. August 29 and Thurs. August 31) 
This week will look at the historical phenomenon of the diary. We will use a number of historical examples, such 
as Benjamin Franklin, to underscore why writing recollections of one’s day has persisted for so many centuries. 
We will also contrast this with the contemporary phenomenon of blogging.  
Over the course of this week, students will be asked to keep a personal diary for three days, and summarize their 
experiences in a one-page reflection. These reflections will be due in the second class period of the week, and we 
will use them to fuel a discussion about the benefits and drawbacks of understanding our lives through this 
method. 
 
Read:  
Sidonie Smith and Julia Watson, “Life Narrative in Historical Perspective” (p. 83-109)  
David Weinberger, “Why blogging still matters” (online, approx. 3-5 pgs.) 
 
Assignment: Personal Diary Reflection Due 
 
Week Three: The Quantified Self Movement (Tues. September 5 and Thurs. September 
7) 
This week will look at a different sort of diary-making—the quantified self (QS) movement. QS members believe 
that turning their whole lives into data will generate beneficial information about how to maximize their lives, 
and so we will look at why this movement has been advocated, and what people make of it. 
Over the course of the week, students will be asked to try and quantify elements of their daily lives, and reflect on 
whether or not this actually does give them useful information about the ways in which they move through the 
world. We will assess, through our discussions, the various stakes of quantification, and whether a wholly 
quantified life ‘erases’ the descriptive act of diary-keeping. 
 
Read: 
Gary Wolf, “Know Thyself” (online, approx. 7-8 pgs.) 
Gina Neff and Dawn Nafus, “Making Sense of Data” (p. 69-104) 
 
Assignment: Quantification Reflection Due 
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Week Four: Calorie Counters (Tues. September 12 and Thurs. September 14) 
We will peer deeper into quantification this week by looking specifically at the phenomenon of tracking one’s food 
and energy—particularly, through calorie counting. We will examine the ways in which diets have been reduced 
to numbers, and how exercise is also quantified as the expenditure of calories. Building on our conversation from 
week three, we will want to pay attention to the ways in which this “changes” the way we understand the nature 
of eating and working out. We will also question whether or not it is appropriate to think about our bodies and 
our eating in this way, and whether or not it encourages a “normalizing” view of human bodies. 
 
Read: 
James Hamblin, “A Calorie is Not a Calorie” (online, approx. 4 pgs.) 
Marion Nestle and Malden Nesheim “Calorie Labeling: Science and Politics” (p. 192-200) 
 
Week Five: Fitness Trackers (Tues. September 19 and Thurs. September 21) 
We will pick up this week by looking at fitness trackers themselves, paying more attention to how they quantify 
steps and distance traveled. We will look at some of the ways fitness trackers are sold to individuals—particularly, 
as games and as devices that can make our bodies “better”—and think about how this expands or shifts the work 
we did in the previous week with calories. 
On the second class meeting of this week, students will bring their reflection papers on fitness and nutrition, and 
we will spend the class meeting discussing their experiences, and how this mode of tracking oneself creates—or 
doesn’t—a useful way of understanding our consumption of food and what it means to be “fit.” 
 
Read: 
Jennifer R. Whitson, “Gamifying the quantified self” (p. 163-176) 
James N. Gilmore, “Everywear: The quantified self and wearable fitness trackers” (p. 1-16) 
 
Assignment: Fitness/Nutrition Reflection Due 
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Week Six: Lifelogging (Tues. September 26 and Thurs. September 28) 
This week will move us away from quantification and back towards ideas of diary-keeping by considering the 
practice of lifelogging, which supposes that every single moment of our lives is capturable. We will think about 
how developments in video recording and storage have made this possible, as well as how the Internet allows—if 
not encourages—us to broadcast particular versions of ourselves. 
On the second course day of this week, students will be asked to share elements of their online selves, and openly 
discuss and give examples of how pictures, statuses, blogs, snaps, or other forms of social sharing are “shaping” the 
way their lives are logged. 
 
Read: 
Max Knoblauch, “Lifelogging: The Most Miserable, Self-Aware 30 Days I’ve Ever Spent” (online, approx. 
4 pgs.) 
J. Sage Elwell, “The transmediated self: Life between the digital and the analog” (p. 233-249) 
 
Week Seven: Ubiquity (Tues. October 3 and Thurs. October 5) 
We will turn away from personal practices of counting and sharing, and more towards the ideas of space and self-
tracking. This week will also, in part, help us begin to shift away from the purely self-tracking, and begin to see 
how the self is implicated in a larger environment of tracking technologies. In order to do so, we will read an 
excerpt from Adam Greenfield’s book about ubiquitous computing, and discuss how ubiquitous computing is at 
work in everyday spaces. 
On the second course day of this week, students will be asked to report on how they noticed computation 
occurring in an ordinary space in Bloomington, and whether or not the ubiquity of that computation helped 
them have a “better” or “more fulfilling” experience (this could be the student’s dorm, the Union, a local Kroger, 
a movie theater, etc. The point will be to create a broad map of how ubiquitous computing is at work in 
Bloomington) 
 
Read: 
Adam Greenfield, “What is everyware?” (p. 9-34) 
Mark Deuze, Media Life (p. 1-32) 
 
Week Eight: Mapping (Tues. October 10 and Thurs. October 12) 
Potential guest lecturer (via Skype): Heidi Rae Cooley, University of South Carolina 
This week will continue to build outward from the body and towards the environment by considering all the 
ways that we are encouraged to “know” space through mapping applications. These may be running applications 
that map our movement, augmented reality games like Pokemon Go, or even something as banal as Google Maps 
providing us directions. We will explore the dimensions and stakes of thinking about space as something that is 
inherently mappable via satellites, and discuss how these and other personal mapping applications work to create 
a certain perspective of the world. 
On the second course meeting of this week, students will turn in their final reflection paper for the Self-Tracking 
unit; we will use these papers to discuss the various ways that maps manifest in our everyday routines, as well as 
provide some overall conclusions for the benefits, drawbacks, possibilities, and dangers of self-tracking before 
transitioning more fully into surveillance. 
 
Reading: 
Heidi Rae Cooley, “Making Tracks” (p. 1-25) 
Nanna Verhoeff, “Performative Cartography” (p. 133-156) 
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Assignment: Mapping/Navigation Reflection Due 
 
 

Part 2: Surveillance 
The second major unit of this course will focus less on individual practice, and more on how larger systems and 
institutions use tracking to try and learn useful information about how populations move through the world. 

 
Week Nine: The Surveillance Society (Tues. October 17 and Thurs. October 19) 
The first week of this unit will be devoted to sketching exactly what we mean by surveillance, and making some 
initial suppositions about how surveillance exists today. We will read a brief piece of seminal philosophy on 
surveillance, as well as read a more recent article about how wearable technologies are facilitating mass 
surveillance.  
On the second class meeting of this week, we will meet in the Dunn Meadow and take a walking tour that 
compares the Student Union and downtown Bloomington to try and point out how surveillance might be 
working in our everyday spaces.  
 
Read: 
Gilles Deleuze, “Postscripts on the Societies of Control” (p. 3-7) 
Richard Chalfen, “‘Your panopticon or mine?’ Incorporating wearable technology’s Glass and  

GoPro into visual social science” (p. 299-310) 
 
Week Ten: Privacy (Tues. October 24 and Thurs. October 26) 
This week, we will hone in on a particular debate about surveillance—our right to privacy. Increasingly, privacy 
is seen as a thing of the past, as much of our digital behavior is subject to some form of monitoring. But, what are 
the implications? What does it mean for Facebook, the government, or Indiana University to care about our 
behavior? Is privacy a right worth preserving and fighting for?  
On the second class meeting of this week, students will submit a reflection that takes a moral stance on privacy, 
and we will use those reflections to stage a debate about whether or not privacy is a value that is still worth 
preserving. 
 
Read: 
David Omand, “NSA leaks: how to make surveillance both ethical and effective” (online, approx. 2 pgs.) 
Bruce Sterling, “Why Privacy Matters Even If You Have Nothing to Hide” (online, approx. 12-15 pgs.) 
 
Assignment: Privacy Reflection Due 
Final Project Proposal Due 
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Week Eleven: Policing (Tues. October 31 and Thurs. November 2) 
One of the most substantial controversies of recent years has concerned policing, or the degree to which 
government institutions should be allowed to track and profile citizens, as well as whether or not police officers 
should be subjected to wearing body cameras for the purposes of juridical evidence. As we continue to dig deeper 
into the dimensions of surveillance, we will chart the importance of this issues, as well as how our knowledge of 
tracking to date can potentially reframe the public conversation about policing.  
For the second meeting of this week, students will be asked to bring in an example of a crime where policing and 
tracking was seen as a major issue. We will share and discuss these examples to try and better refine how we see 
the work tracking does in this sense. 
 
Read: 
“Should Police Wear Cameras?” (New York Times “Room for Debate”) (several short online pieces of 
approx. 10 pages total) 
Steve Friess and Jessica Meyers, “Boston frames surveillance debate” (online, approx. 2 pages) 
 
Week Twelve: Sensors (Tues. November 7 and Thurs. November 9) 
One of the ways ubiquitous computing works so well is through the propagation of sensors like card readers and 
QR codes. This week, we will employ a case study of Walt Disney World’s Magic Band to understand why 
corporations might be interesting in using sensors and scanners to track people’s movements, and how that creates 
certain forms of actionable information. We will debate whether or not sensors are a form of surveillance. On the 
second class meeting of the week, students will pair this week’s material with the material on ubiquity from week 
seven to take a stand on whether or not we should push society towards ubiquitous computing.  
 
Cliff Kuang, “Disney’s $1 Billion Bet on a Magical Wristband” (online, approx. 10 pages) 
Mark Andrejevic and Mark Burdon, “The Sensor Society” (p. 19-36) 
 
Assignment: Ubiquity Reflection Due 
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Week Thirteen: Corporate Tracking (Tues. November 14; No Class November 16) 
We will take the idea of “sensing” in a different direction this week by starting to focus more on how corporations 
like Target and Amazon learn information about their customers. We will ask why capitalist corporations have 
seemed so drawn to ideas of tracking and monitoring, and we will explore all the different ways these 
corporations encourage consumers to “buy into” the benefits of tracking, as well as the ways consumers may be 
monitored without their knowledge. 
 
Charles Duhigg, “How Companies Learn Your Secrets” (online, approx. 15 pages) 
Ted Striphas, “The Abuses of Literacy: Amazon Kindle and the Right to Read” (p. 297-317) 

 
 

THANKSGIVING BREAK, NO CLASS 
 
Week Fourteen: Algorithmic Culture (Tues. November 28 and Thurs. November 30) 
Guest lecturer (via Skype): Blake Hallinan, University of Colorado 
This week, we will look at a case study of Netflix’s recommendation system to explore corporate tracking at work. 
We will understand the mechanisms behind the system, as well as explore some of the stakes and the cultural 
work the algorithms that make it “go” might be doing in the world. Media scholar Blake Hallinan will join us 
via Skype to discuss her research on recommendation systems, and discuss some of the consequences with us as a 
class. 
On the second class of the week, students will discuss their final reflection paper of the semester, which will ask 
them to take notes on how the Internet is “constructing itself” to fit their recommendations, patterns, and likes. 
 
Read: 
Tom Vanderbilt, “The Science Behind the Netflix Algorithms That Decide What You’ll Watch Next” 
(online, approx. 2 pgs.) 
Blake Hallinan and Ted Striphas, “Recommended for you” (p. 1-21) 
 
Assignment: Internet Tracking Reflection Due 
 

Part 3: Course Conclusions 
 
Week Fifteen: Forgetting (Tues. December 5 and Thurs. December 7) 
We will spend our last day of the seminar talking about whether or not we actually want to live in a world based 
on tracking. We will read part of a book that argues for the virtue of deleting and forgetting as opposed to 
recording, and we will ask whether or not—based on our months-long immersion in tracking of all different 
sorts—the author has a point, and we would like to have less or no tracking in our lives, or if he is 
misunderstanding the uses and benefits of tracking. 
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Week Fifteen, cont’d. 
 
The last half of the first day and the entirety of the second day of this week will be the first of two “colloquia” 
days, where students will present their final projects to the class in approximately 10-minute presentations. 
Students will also have the opportunity to ask questions of their peers at the end of these presentations. 
 
Read: 
Victor Mayer-Schonberger, “Failing to Forget the ‘Drunken Pirate’” (p. 1-16) 
 
Week Sixteen (Exam week): Colloquia 
During our designated exam time, we will have the rest of our colloquia presentations. Students’ final projects 
will be due at this time. 
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